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The Gilded Age V. Modern American Politics
The Gilded Age is a period that followed Reconstruction. The term was a coinage by Mark Twain and reflected on the transformation which took place in spheres of American life such as government, economy, social customs and technology (Bliss, 2018). The small communities in America underwent rapid transformation to form a powerful industrial society. The period gave rise to powerful and wealthy individuals that embraced American philanthropy. It was what Andrew Carnegie called the “Gospel of Wealth” (Birn, 2017). There was a small number of super-rich individuals that funded social institution such as hospitals, schools, colleges, opera houses and charities. The government appeared to embrace social fairness but as, Mark Twain puts it, there was a lot of corruption taking place. The modern US politics mirror so much from the “Gilded Age” period.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, the major “Gilded Age” political concern, which is experienced by modern American society, was wealth inequality. During the “Gilded Age” corporates gave rise to a population of wealthy individuals that funded politics (White, 2017). The popular phrase “the one percent” referred to the small group of super-influential rich citizens. Their monetary influence on American politics brought white supremacy, and an ever-widening gap between the few upper class population and the majority poor people. Recently, the American community has experienced inequality brought about by the funding of political parties and individual by unions and corporates (Schlozman et al. 2018). For instance, in 2010 the Supreme Court in “Citizens United v. FEC,” banned the funding of federal elections by Unions and corporates. Also, the recent strikes by teachers and other civil servants reflect inequality American economy (Bartels, 2018). It is therefore an indication that there is a lot of corruption in the American government, just as Mark Twain remarked. 
Secondly, both “Gilded Age” and contemporary American society are characterized by voter-suppression. During the Gilded Age, the black Americans voters in Southern America were suppressed by terrorist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan (White, 2017). These groups violently chased black voters from polls, but their efforts never succeeded. Not only did the blacks suffered but also poor whites in Northern America. For instance, in New York in 1870s the voting rights of poor Irish-Americans living in urban were stripped by lawmakers. There is a lot of resemblance in the cruelty of lawmakers in “Gilded Age” governments and the contemporary American politics (Schlozman et al. 2018). The contemporary American lawmakers have formulated laws that pertain to voter ID, limitation on voting age, and polling stations etc. also, there is a lot of modern sophisticated voting schemes which reflect to the suppression of voters in the contemporary US politics. The federal courts battles with the voter suppression schemes which reflects the corruption perpetuated in the recent American politics.
Finally, the political polarization experienced during the “Gilded Age” is characteristic of the recent American politics. During the “Gilded Age” there was intense partisanship (Schlozman et al. 2018). Usually, decision on presidential election winner depended on “razor-thin margins”. In the “Gilded Age” a presidential candidate could win popular vote, but lose in the election due to the influence of Electoral College (White, 2017). It is as a result of corruption that systems as Electoral College succeeded in perpetuating injustice in presidential election. Usually, political white supremacists have influence on corrupt presidential decisions. For instance, George bush in 2000, and Donald Trump in 2016 presidential elections won the presidential election as a result of Electoral College (Bartels, 2018). Therefore, it suffice to conclude that the contemporary American politics are as corrupt as those of the “Gilded Age.”
In conclusion, the politics of American in the recent and Gilded Age resembles. There is a lot of social, and economic inequalities which are propelled by corruption embraced in the government. However, through civic influence, war on corruption aimed to bring change. Just like the progressive Era followed the “Gilded Age,” there is a possibility that the aggressiveness witnessed in streamlining political, social, and economic institutions will bring about progressive era for the second time. 
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